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Title: Understanding Ethics in the High School Newsroom.

Overview and Rationale

This lesson will take course over a week. Students will receive examples of codes of ethics and will ultimately devise a code of ethics for their own newspaper. Students will also examine how the press has handled controversial topics in recent years. Students will view video, articles, and photographs that have been published regarding controversial topics and discuss the sensitivity with which these topics were handled. Students will further investigate one controversial topic in which they are interested and report to the class their findings on how this topic was handled. There will be three days of lessons, with assignments to be due the following Monday. 

Goals for Understanding

The student will understand what ethics is. 

The student will understand the importance of ethics in the high school newspaper. 

The students will develop a code of ethics for the high school newspaper. 

Essential Questions

What do you know about ethics? 

What do you need to know about ethics?

How do reporters write about controversial topics?

Critical Engagement Questions

As journalists, why are ethics so important?

As a high school newspaper, what should our code of ethics be? 

How do we define our code for our newspaper style manual? 

Activity 1 (One 50 minute class)

The teacher will present a mini lesson explaining the meaning of ethics. The teacher will present the handouts(see below) on codes of ethics and discuss these with the students. The teacher will explain the ethics’ assignment to them. 

The class will list what they think are good newspaper ethics after a group discussion.  Students will also discuss how they think their newspaper should report about sensitive/controversial topics. The code the class will later write should follow the guidelines set down in the Society of Professional Journalists Code of Ethics:

*Seek truth and report it.

*Minimize harm.

*Act Independently.

*Be accountable.

Handout: “The Society of Professional Journalists Ethics Code.”

http://www.spj.org/pdf/ethicscode.pdf
Handout:  “The Post Register Code of Ethics. An Adaptation of the Professional Journalists Standard Code of Ethics.”

http://www.postregister.com/ethics/polestars.php
Activity 2(One 50 minute class)

The students will watch video on an ethical topic such as the coverage of  Hurricane Katrina in class and view photos of the tragedy. The students will receive newspaper articles describing the victims as victims/looters. The class will discuss the media’s use of these terms and the racial connotations. The class will discuss the ethics of this. 

http://writ.news.findlaw.com/katrina/
Activity 3(One 50 minute class)

The students will examine how the media has covered the Terry Schiavo case and Bush’s public use of profanity. The students will discuss whether or not the media was intrusive in the Schiavo case. The students will discuss whether or not the media should have printed the profane word Bush used or used stars to blank part of the word out. 

Handouts: 

Various newspaper articles covering of the Terry Schiavo case. 

http://reports.tbo.com/reports/schiavo/
Various newspaper articles covering of President Bush’s use of profanity in front of a live microphone and reporters on Tuesday, July 18, 2006. 

http://rhetorica.net/archives/005639.html
The students will write the high school newspaper code of ethics. This will be posted in the classroom and placed in the style manual. Each student will sign the copy of the code of ethics as their commitment to responsible and ethical reporting.

Assessment:

The student will create a presentation for the newspaper class on how his/her controversial topic has been handled by the media. The student should use visuals, such as a presentation board, power point presentation, or video. The student should also include copies of articles used for the presentation. 

The project will be a double grade, worth 200 points. This presentation will be graded by using the following presentation rubric: http://www.ncsu.edu/midlink/rub.pres.html
The class will also receive a lab grade for creating a code of ethics for the high school newspaper, worth 100 points. 
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